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Reclaiming Moral Entrepreneurship in the Post-COVIC-19 World

Ignoring the appeal of morality and humanity, neoliberalism has seriously damaged moral 
and social discourse. Unbridled capitalism, which is to a large extent responsible for global 
human suffering and poverty, does not seem to offer an acceptable account of human life.

However, moral capitalism has a powerful voice. In his Theory of Moral Sentiments, Adam 
Smith titles the morality of the capitalist figures as ‘conscience’; a voice from within for self-
legislation. Moreover, Smith argues in favor of an ‘Impartial Spectator’ as the appealing 
moral voice heard from within.

It is not easy to associate this moral account of capitalism with the Kantian principle of 
Humanity. However, in one of his thoughtful essays, Kant denies the claims of moral 
philistines, the man of affairs, or the utilitarian account of morality. This is a point that must 
be discussed carefully: moral philistinism in human behavior and exchange should at all 
times be rejected. 

The current pandemic urges us to think about reforms in many sectors of the human 
lifeworld, its institutions and practices. It raises questions such as:

 Given the appearance of the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, what could be a 
guiding moral principle for the future of capitalism? 

 How can a capitalist perspective respond to urgent global needs? And if so, will this 
response be motivated by a sense of responsibility or awareness of a duty to 
contribute to the common good?

 Would capitalism have an inbuilt resilience to rebuild trust and acceptance? 
 If so, what would the impacts of this resilience be on business, management, and 

entrepreneurship?
 Given the experiences with the COVID-19 pandemic, how could moral capitalism 

help and create relief for the affected citizens, and how to provide public policy 
leaders with moral guidelines and orientation?

 
These and similar questions will be discussed by the participants, who are experts in 
leadership, entrepreneurship, ethics, spirituality, politics, social activism, and politics. The 
roundtable-style webinar will be held via a zoom teleconference and will be broadcasted 
live on our social media channels. It will also be recorded for offline media. 

Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2000
Time: 19:00 in London and Amsterdam; 13:00 in Ottawa and Bogota
Registration and Participation is free of charge



Mr. Hans Leewens is Chairman of Resourcement and chairman of the LOKA 
Foundation supporting a Knowledge Centre in the Bihar. He strongly believes 
in preparing for a 21st century Renaissance emanating not from Church nor 
State but from the entrepreneur class (vaisha’s). He is well known public 
speaker and author of a range of publications on outplacement, coaching and 
the transformation of organizations. In more recent years he also was 
Chairman of the Van Ede Foundation, sponsoring schools and health projects in India, micro 
financing in Africa and other projects at the cutting edge of the development of people and 
society in an age of globalization and of increasing cosmic conscience. 

Dr. Mahmoud Masaeli is a Canadian Iranian politcal philosopher, ethicist, 
spiritualist, and poet. His area of research, teaching and publication include 
Global Ethics, Human Rights, Hermeneutics of Selfhood, and Human 
Development. Mahmoud is the Founder and Executive Director of Alternative 
Perspectives and Global Concerns (ap-gc.net). He also a visiting professor at 
Ottawa University. Mahmoud has published extensively in global ethics, 
global development, spirituality and ethics of globality, and human rights.

Mr. Paul Parmarozza is a Guest Lecturer- Regents University Business School 
and Acting Board Chairman – Waterperry Gardens Ltd. He Enjoys 57 years of 
business experience including 16 with a global computer company and 8 
years as a self-employed consultant. In 1987 he founded and was the CEO of 
an e-learning company, Intellexis, which grew and became a listed company 
on the London Stock Exchange (AIM) in 2001. It became the ILX Group. He 
retired from the organisation in 2011.

Dr. Rico Sneller has been teaching philosophy and ethics at the Leiden Faculty 
of Humanities, Institute for Philosophy & Religious Studies, and the Technical 
University of Eindhoven. He is the Vice President of APGC and responsible for 
strategic planning and policymaking for the Network as a whole. He served as 
a board member of the European Societas Ethica (www.societasethica.info). 
His current research focuses on exceptional states of consciousness in 
relation to philosophy.

Germán Bula is professor at the Philosophy and Humanities Faculty of the 
Universidad de la Salle (Bogota, Colombia). He has published the following 
books: Ruedas Dentadas (2003, novel), Alteridad y Pertenencia: lectura 
ecocrítica de María y La Vorágine (2009, with R. Bermúdez); Cibercultura, 
capitalismo cognitivo y educación (2015, academic editor with R. Rueda and 
A. Ramírez), Paranoia: emociones públicas y universidad (2016, with S. 
González), Spinoza: Educación para el cambio (2017) and Latin American 
Perspectives on Global development (2018, academic editor with M. Masaeli 
and S.E Harrington). He is the winner of Emerald Literati Network Awards for Excellence 
(2016) for the paper: “Towards a non-trivializing education” published in Kybernetes.


